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JosnUA XxIV. 15. laſt Part. 
n for ne, and my Hiuſe, we | 


\HESE: are the Words of Fo/buz, 

the immediate Succeſſor of Mſer, 
the Government of the Children 
Jrael; and he ſhews himſelf in 
ſe Words, like a very wife and 
od Goyernor, to be as much concerned 
14 2 - 7 
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for the true Religion and Virtue of 
People, as for their outward Peace 
Proſperity ; For he called the. Head 
their Tribes and Families together, 
in a great and ſolemn Aſſembly | 


V 

fore them the many great and wonder. 
Things which God: had done for the ti 
and the mighty Obligations which ( 
upon them to ſerve him: And he p x 
fronds to them the Covenant which 
ad ſolemnly made with the Lo n. 
their GoD; and aſks them, whet f 
they continued ſtill of the ſame Mi 
and were ſtill reſolved to be faithful IV 


that Covenant, or intended to revolt a 
fall off from it, and to ſerve other God 
and bids them, by way of Reproach 
their many Revolts — Backſlidings, 
chooſe which they pleaſed ; but aſſu 
them, for their Example and Encourag 
ment, that he would take a. particu] 
Care, not only of himſelf, but vf h 
Family too, my ge dem to | iy 
* Lord. 
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In ſpeaking to theſe V 
ſe e Things: 2 1 


LI wall ſhew you havent the Ser- 
vice of God doth conſiſt. 

f. I ſhall preſs upon you eh6Obligh- 
tion which lies upon alf Heads and 


this Service amongſt their C hildren 
and Servants. 

Il. I. hall! preſcribe you a Method 
for the more effectual promoting 
this Service in your Families. 

IW. and Laſtly, I ſhall ſet before you 


dhe many great Advantages which 
* will follow — phe r a e of the 


Service of God. 


1 . I ſhall ſhew you wherein the Ser- : 
y vice of God does conſiſt. | 


1dr of the World, and ought to be 
ved. by his Creature according to 
oſe Rules which he has given them, 
vd upon thoſe Principles which he has 
ropounded to them; for if we would 
ye our Service of GO accepted by 


* he * has appointed: No- 
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Governors of Families, to promote 
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God: is the great Creator and Go- 
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lim, we muſt ſerve him in the Way - 
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ſor whoſe Sake he will aceept of it. A. 
vice of God does.copfit, 
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other Service will recommend us to hi 
now he has made known to us 
the Light of Reaſon, and the fart, 
Revelation. of himſelf in the holy dci 
tures, what he reguires of Us, upe 
what Principles we muſt do it, a 


2 


I think in theſe three I __ the de 


1. In ahearty Belief of che. Princih 
of Religion. 144555 
2. Ina conſeientious Practice of th 
Duties of 8. 
3. In an humble Dependence vpe 
Chriſt's Satisfaction and Iaterce ſſion, fo 
the Divine Acceptance of our Faith anc 
Obedience. 


1. The 8 of God conſiſts in 
2 Belief of the Principles of Re 
ligion. By the Principles of Religion 
' Lmean thoſe great and neceſſary Tr rut 
which God has revealed in the hoh 
ou gr or made known by the 

of Reaſon, as they are ſumma 
up in the ſeveral Creeds recommended 


to us by the Catholick Church. Anden 


adl theſe ought. to be heartily * le 
* 
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to us; for the divine Underftanding 
us the ſupreme Rule and Meaſure of 
arr Underſtandings, and we ought to 


Sci nit them entirely to whatever God 
ups any ways declared to us: And e 


id Goodnefs, for the Security of our 
ath, that we cannot be deceived in 
ur Belief of him: For as a God of 


e deceived himſelf, ſo a God of infi- 
ite Truth and Goodneſs cannot de- 
ive others. And the Truths which 


reateſt and. nobleſt Truths in all the 
World ; for they teach us what He 
binſelf is in his Nature and Perfec- 
tions, and in his Works of Creation, 
Providence, and Redemption: And 
they ſhew us what we were in our State 
of Innocence, what we are in our State 
f Sin, or Grace, and in ſome meaſure 
what we ſhall 'be in our State of Glory 


ol" Miſery. And they are not only the 
the vreateſt and nobleſt Truths in them- 
ed elves, but they are alſo of the vaſteſt 
ed importance, and the neareſt Concern- 


lrved, and duly conſidered by us, they 


** 


we his infinite Knowledge, Truth, 


nnnite Knowledge and Wiſdom cannot 


bod has made known to us, are the 


ment to us; for if they be heartily be- 
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# 4 RE te ſo many powerful Motives and mig 
ty Helps to the due regulating our Wi 
and Affections, and the well-govwe 
ing our Lives and Actions; and vi 
by degrees, bring us into an ent 
. 3 nformity to the Will of God in t 
Ain ard Frame and Temper of our Sou 
5 and the outward Tenor and Courſe 
dour Converſations. Here we muſt | 
- be Foundation of our Obedience 
God: This muſt be the Beginning 
our Service of him. We muſt get rig 

|  Apprehenſions of God and ourſelve 
becauſe a right Faith is the direct M. 
Which leads to a holy Life; And 
erroneous Belief does naturally tend t 

. © «Carry us into a wrong Practice, An 
therefore if we would ſerve God arigh 
Y ve muſt ſettle in our Hearts a firm B- 
lief of all thoſe great Truths which 
has made known to the World by t 
-Light of Nature and Revelation « 
Seripture, and conveyed to us by h 
Church in her Creeds, as a ſhort Su 
mary of that Faith which is there del 
vered; for ſuch a Faith will not on 
powerfully engage us to obey and {ery 
od, but alſo plainly direct us ho! 
* do it upon the beſt Principles, " 


the chiefeſt Ends ; deen if we 


d mic 
r WI 
30 ve 
d wi 

enti 
in t 
Sou 
urſe 
aſt | 


ce 


inſpire us with the Love of God, 
{ the Hopes of Heaven, which are 


Glory of God, and the Salvation of 
ſelves and others, which are the 
veſt Ends of all our Obedience. 

a. The Service of God conſiſts in a 
acientious Practice of the Duties of 
ligion, By the Duties of Religion, 
ad underſtand all thoſe Things which 
od does require of us by his Will 


ways made known to us: For what- 
ver God commands us, becomes a 
id oy £0 us: becauſe he is by many 
An ies the ſupreme Lord of us, and has 
ieh lain and abſolute Right to be obeyed 


us. And we ſhould be very conſci- 
nous in our Obedience, and obey 


at upon any carnal Reſpects or world- 
Motives; for his Command is the 


r the Reaſon of it: And this would 
ting us to an univerſal Obedience, to 
hey him in all his Commands, be- 
uſe there is the ſame Obligation for 
u for he that commands in ſome, 
ä commands 
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it have its due Effect upon us, it 


beſt Principles, and make us aim at 


in from a true Senſe of Duty, and 


wund of our Obedience, and ſhould 
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commands us in all the reſt. And 
we think ourſelves bound to ob 
him in one, why not in another? 
there not the ſame Reafon for it? Fi 
does not he who commands the on 
command the other alſo? There m 
then be no picking and chooſing int 
Duties of Religion, no doing what 1 
like, and leaving the reſt undone: B 
we-muſt make a Conſcience of eve 
Duty, and not knowingly neglct : 
one: For God will not be put off with 
partial Obedience, with an Obedien 
in ſome Things, and a Neglect of other: 
but he expects to be obeyed by us 
1 Thing according to the belt « 
our Knowledge and Power. There mu 
be an Uniformity i in our Actions, an 
our Lives muſt be all of a piece, if v 
would be accepted by him. Nothin 
leſs than this will recommend us t 
him; for St. James expreſsly tells u 
Chap. xi. 10. © that whoſoever offends, 
(that is, knowingly offends, for in th 
very next Chapter he tells us, “ that i 
« many things we offend all)” 1 ſay, | 
tells us, that © whoſoever thus offends i 
one Point of the Law, is guilty of all. 


And he gives this Reaſon for it in th! 
next 


_» 7 


— 
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Governing a Family, 11 
And Mert Verſe, that every Part of it is bound 
ob don us by the ſame Authority, and 
er? ves us no more at liberty to tranſgreſs 


? FlWrcthian another, Iheartily wiſh this were 
e o ore conſidered in the World than we 
mi hinly ſee it is: for how many Perſons 
inte there, who appear to be very care- 
at Wi! of ſome of the divine Commands, 
alas careleſs of ethers? But what do 
eve ey mean by this? Do they think to 
t 2M-mpound with God, and to bribe him 
wich ome Things, to give them a Liberty 
ien others : But as the wiſe Son of Sirach 
nerf long ſince obſerved to us, Ecclus. 
us 1. 20. © God never gives any Man a Li- 
t i cenſe to fin.” And yet how greatly is 


is Liberty taken in the World, even 
ly Perſons who - ſeem to be very con- 
tientious in ſome Things? I might 
ve many Inſtances of it; but I ſhall 


ly name one, and that a very common 
Une; It is the Neglect of the bleſſed 
ds, N Pcrament of the Lord's Supper. For 
00: there any Command in the whole 
t idle more plain than thofe Words, 
„ ute xxii. 19. Do this in Remem— 
$ brance of me?“ But as plain as it is, 
. o many are there amongſt us who 


pretend to be very ſcrupulous in other 
ö A 6 Matters, 


. f ä . 
r 
* $ 


Matters, and at the ſame Time make 


5 with themſelves, what Anſwer the 


Performance of every Thing which Ga 


great as any of the reſt. 


1 
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Scruple of living Year after Year in th 
Breach of this great Commandment? 
cannot ſtay now to argue this with the 
but I would have them and all othe 
conſider in Time the great Partialityq 
their Obedience, and think ſeriouſ 


will be able to give their great Jude 
at the laſt Day, when he ſhall ſumma: 
them before him to give an Account o 
their Obedience, not to ſome only, by 
to all his Laws. And this I dare a 
firm, would be an effectual Means ti 
make them more conſcientious in thi 


has commanded them ; for if they dic 
in good earneſt conſider that they mul 
one Day moſt certainly be called to a 
Account how they have diſcharged ever 
Duty, they could not till go on in tit 
Neglect of ſome Duties, as plain and 


3. The Service of God conſiſts in: 
humble Dependence upon Chriſt's Sa 
tisfaction, and Interceſſion for the divine 
Acceptance of our Faith and Obedi 
ence. If we be never ſo hearty in ou 
Belief of the Principles of Religion, an 

neve 
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erer ſo conſcientious in our Practice 
the Duty of it, there will be ſo much 
Weakneſs in our Faith, and fo many 
zilures in our Obedience, that we muſt 
ot truſt to them for God's Acceptance 
us: But though we cannot expect from 
od his Acceptance of ſo weak and im- 
perfect a Service, for what it is in itſelf, 
jet we maydepend upon his Acceptance of 
t for the Merits of his only Son, when it 
z the beſt we can give him in our preſent 
fallen State: for our bleſſed Saviour has, 
by the greatneſs of his Sufferings, at- 
toned for all the Defects and Failures of 
our Faith and Obedience, upon our ſin- 
cere Repentance; and by the Per- 
fection of his Righteouſneſs, has me- 
tited the Acceptance of the imperfect 
Righteouſneſs of all thoſe who deſire 
and labour after a perfect Righteouſneſs 
of their own: So that what they fall 
mort of, he will ſupply them with, and 
make good out of his Fulneſs what is 
wanting in them. This is what we 
mult all truſt to, what we muſt all 
depend upon, after we have done all that 


alone that can recommend us to God, 


And 


we can in God's Service; for it is this 


and procure our Acceptance with him. 


— 
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And thus I have ſhewn you Where 
the Service of God conſiſts. 


1. In a hearty Belief of the Principle 
of Religion, 


In 2 conſcientious Practice of the 
Duties of it, | 


In an humble Dependence upon 
Chriſt's Merits for the divine r 
of this our Service, 


fe 


1 ſhall now Proceed to the next 
Thing: 

II. And preſs upon vou the Oblige- 
tion which lies upon the Heads and 
Governors of Families, to promote 
this Service amongſt their Children 
and Servants. 

There are many Obligations to this 

Duty, but I ſhall at this time inſiſt only ht 


upon two, to 
1. The one, from the Authority which Wl to 
you have over your Families, Wi 


2. The other, from the Account an 
which you her one Day make for Wl fr 
them. | be 

| | j ol 
12, . ave e obliged to promote the tl 
Service of 1n your Families * 7 
* the 


Governing a Family, 15 
erejffMWhe Authority which you have over 
hem. | | | 

All the Authority which you have 
wer your Families you have from God; 
or he is the great Source or Fountain 
from whence all Authority is derived. 
and ſhould you not employ this Au- 
thority in his Service from whom you 
received it? For is not this the End 
for which it was given you; to pro— 
mote his Service in the World by it? 
The great End of our Creation, is the 
Service of God; for we were made to 
- frve him in this World, that we might 
nd be happy, for ever happy with him in 
the next World. And have you Fa- 
milies under your Care and Charge? 
and are you intruſted with an Autho- 
ity over them? And ſhould you not 
then do all that you can to oblige them 
to anſwer the End of their Beings, and 
to bring them up in that Service for 
which they were made? This ſurely is 
an Obligation which lies upon you, 
from that natural Relation which you 
bear to them, But you are further 
obliged to it by your very Baptiſm ; for 
there you were conſecrated to the Ser- 
lice of God, and obliged to make * 
0 


iple 
" the 
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of all the Means which he ſhould ; 
any Time put into your Hands for th 
promoting that Service, And what a 
excellent Means would that Authorit 
which he has given you over your Fa 
milies be for this Purpoſe, if it wer 
duly made uſe of by you? For thi 
would tend very much to train u 
your Children and Servants in their ſe 
veral Duties, and to bring them t. 
glorify God here, and to be glorific 
by him hereafter. And can you ne 
glect ſuch an Opportunity, without be 
ing unfaithful to that Service whicl 
you have all taken upon yourſelves it 
your Baptiſm? Bur how little is thi 
conſidered in the World by the Head 
of Families: But how ſeldom do the) 
make uſe of their Authority for thi 
promoting the Glory and Service o 
God in them, and the Salvation of tht 
Souls of thoſe under their Care anc 
Charge? They are, for the moſt Part 
ſtrict endugh in requiring the Servict 


of themſelves; for they will take Care 


to ſce their own Buſineſs done b 
them. But they are apt, too apt, Goc 
knows, to forget that both they them 


ſelves, and thoſe under them, have 
| g another 
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ther Maſter to ſerve, and that it is 
or Duty to look to his Service in 
r Families, as well as to their own: 
ori you ſhould all be juſt to God's Con- 
ms as well as to your own, and ſee 
wer ſerved, ſo far as you can, as well 
| yourſelves. And then you might 
xc the greater Bleſſing from him 
jon their Service of you. And this 
n ſing, were there no other, will be 
abundant Recompence for all the 
cine and Pains it will coſt you. This 
been the great Study and Buſineſs 
eeligious Perſons in all Ages, to pro- 
Se the Service of God in their Fami- 


th: for they did not think it enough 
_ ſerve God themſelves, but they took 
he 


| the Care they could that he might 
alſo ſerved by all thoſe who were 
der them. And indeed, that Perſon 
io does in good earneſt ſerve God 
mſelf, will do all that he can to make 
m ſerved in his Family too; becauſe 
muſt know that to be no ſmall Part 
the Service which he owes him. 
lis is one of the greateſt Characters 
lich is left upon record of Abraham, 
Father of the Faithful, that he was 
J Pcrſon that would take the beſt Care 
= he 


— 
*. 


ment of the Greatneſs of his Faith a 


the Man after God's own Heart, mat 
in a public Manner, that he would hat 


ec upon the Faithful in the Land, th 


« ſerve me. He that worketh Dece 
ce ſhall not dwell within my Houſe: H 
<< that telleth Lies ſhall not tarry m 


excellent Perſons thought themſelve 
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he could that his Children. and his“ 
vants after him ſhould live in the P 
and Service of the Lord; Gen. xviii. 
* Lknow him, faith God, that he 
«© command his Children and his Ho 
rc hold, that they ſhall keep the Way 
* the Lo, to do Juſtice and Jud 


Joſbua in the Text, is a laſting Mon 


Piety!; for. he declares, that though 
the People of [raeſhoutd revolt, orf 
off from the Service of God, yet © 
% nd his Houſe would ſtill go on 
cc ſerve the LORD.“ And it was the 
lemn Vow and Profeflion which Dov: 


a ſober and religious Family. I 
c walk in my Houſc, ſaith he, with 
perfect Heart. Mine Eyes ſhall 


« they may dwell with me: He th 
< walketh in a perfect Way, he the 


« Sight.“ :P/al. ci. 4, 6, J. And if thet 


oblige! 
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jiged to take upon them the Care 
ſeeing God ſerved in their very great 
numerous Families; how, much 
ore ſhould you think yourſelves oblig- 
to do it in your ſmall ones, here it 
ſ much eaſter to be done by you? 

adh, Another Obligation which lies 
pon you to promote the Service of 
od in your Families, is from that Ac- 
unt which you muſt one Day make 
them! The Souls of all the Mem- 
s of the Family are under the Care 
Charge of the Head of it; for Fa- 
ies are made up of rational Crea- 
res, who have Souls as well as Bo- 
es to be taken Care of and provided 
r; and the Governors of them ſhould 
ke the greateſt Care of, and make the 
befeſt Proviſion for, their Squls; be- 
uſe theſe are the principal Parts of 
heir Charge. And if any of theſe 
jouls miſcarry through their Neglect, 
hey muſt one Day anſwer for them: 
for as God ſays to the careleſs 'Watchs 
kan, Ezek. iii. 18. That if any Soul 
with by his Negligence, ©*that Soul ſhall 
be required at his Hands.“ So it will 
ue with all Heads of Families, wo 
ve the Office * Watchmen intruſted 


to 
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to them by God over their Children x 

Servants. This is a terrible Conſidei © 
tion, and ſhould make you all ve 
carefn] to do all your Parts, what belon 
to you in your feveral Families, that PE 
Loſs of none of the Souls of them m 
be charged upon you at the laſt a 
dreadful Day; for every one of us Ive 
find it enough for him to anſwer for h 
own perſonal Sins, and we ſhould 
take Care, all poſſible Care, not to ha 
the Sins of others to anſwer: for toc 
for that will make a great and ſad Ac 
dition to our Account. Now the Wa) 
and the' only Way for you to preve 
this, is by a regular and religious G0 
vernment of your Families: For if yo 
make uſe of the moſt likely Means yo 
can for the bringing up your Childre 
and Servants in the Fear and Service c 
God, and do pray to him for his Bleſ: 
ing upon thoſe Means; you have dont 
your Part, what belongs to you, an 
Mal deliver your own Souls by it, what 
ſoever Effect it may have upon thoſe un 
der your Care and Charge. And thi: 
ſurely you can do: and this, without 
doubt, you ought to do. And thi! 
would tend very much to keep up b 

/ | great 


= 
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atSenſe of Religion in yourFamilies, 
to make all Perſons in them truly 
vious: but if it ſhould fail in any of 
m, as poſſibly it may very often, 
rough the great Corruption of human 
lture, it would leave the Guilt whol- 
pon themſelves, and they alone muſt 
ſwer for it. 

And thus have I preſſed upon you the 
Ibligation which lies upon all Heads 
Governors of Families, to promote, 
bfar as they can, the Service of Gd 
mongſt their Children and Servants, 
ah from | 

The Authority whit they have over 
hem. And 
The Account which they muſt one 
dy make for them. 

| ſhall now proceed to the Third 
Ting propounded ; which was, 


Ill. To preſcribe you a Method for 
the more effectual promoting this 
Service in your F amilies. 

And it is this: 5 

1. By giving them good indtructions. 
2. By ſetting them good Examples. 
3. By praying dgily _— them in 
ad Families. 

a. | FR . By 
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» 441 By carrying with. you ſo many Got 
as you can at all Times, but eſp 
tially on the Lord's Day, to the religic 
Allemblies of the Church of England, Wi !* 
5. And laſtly, by keeping up at: 
Times a ſtrict and impartial Diſcipli 
amongſt them in your own. Houſes, fs * 
1/, If you would promote the Seryi n 
of God in your Families, you muſt gi 
them good Inſtructions-. We neith 
l, nor indeed ever can ſerve God 
unleſs; we know how. to ſerve him, ar 
why. we dhould do ſo: But this we ca 
not know without Inſtruction; for w 
camei into the World in a State of mer 
Ignorance, and muſt always continue 
it, unleſs we be helped out of it by th 
Inſtruction of others. For we are mac 
by our great Creator only capable e 
knowing:his:moſt holy Will, and then 
but not till then, of doingi it: But Know 
ledge ãtſelf muſt be attained by degree: 
— that by the Inſtruction of others 
and our own Obſervation and Improve 
ment. Now the Knowledge of the Set 
vice of God, conſiſts in the Knowledge 
of the Principles and Duties of Reli- 
gion: for the Principles of Religion con 


| tain the Reaſon and Motives of our ſerv 
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II. God; and the Duties of it, the Mat- 
ad Expreſſions of that Service. And 
gi Knowledge you ſhould inſtil early 
„our Families, by teaching them 
(reed and the Ten Commandments z 
the Creed is a Summary of the Prin- 
les of Religion; and the Ten Com- 
ments are an Abridgement of the 
ties of it: And you ſhould ſhew, 
m how unable they are to believe and 


God's Help; and learn them to call 
n him for his Grace in the Lord's 
ger, and ſuch other Prayers as they 
capable of learning. And you ſhould 
vince. them how greatly they are 
beed-to: do all this, by thoſe ſolemn 
wiſes- which; were made for them 
their Baptiſm, and from thoſe migh- 
Adyaptages which they will receive 
t And you ſhould improve them 
bs Knowledge from the Holy Scrip- 
es, ſome plainiExpofition of the Church! 
c<1/m, the Cbriſtian Monitor, and 
other good Books, as bleſſed: be 
0, this Nation abounds. with; tilk 

haye prepared them for the taking 
n themſelves their Baptiſmal Co- 
mnt, at their Confirmation by the 
Biſhop; 


IC theſe Things of themſelves, with- 3 
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| Biſhop; and for the renewing of it 
the other Sacrament, the Sacrament 
the Lord's Supper. And you ſhould 
then leave off, but ſtill go on, whilſt t 
are under your Care and Charge, 
your Inſtructions of them from 
Whole [Duty of Man; the Meaſures 
Cbriſtian Obedience; the Practical Beli 
er; the Companion for the Feſtival; 
Faſts of the Church; and ſuch other 
cellent Books; for we muſt be aly 
growing in the Knowledge of God 
his Service. Theſe are; in ſhort, t 
good Inſtruftidns which you muſt g 
your Families. And methinks every 
of you ſhould ſee the great Neceſſit 
them, becauſe it is ſo very plain and 
dent: For can you think yourſe 
obliged to provide wholeſome Food 
the Bodies of your Children and 
vants; and do not you think yourſe 
much more obliged to give good 
ſtructions to their Souls ? For are 
their Souls infinitely the better Pa 
them ?' And will not their Souls as 
tainly periſh without Inſtruction, ast 
Bodies will die without Food? 

is it not a much greater Cruelty to 
fer the Souls of thoſe who are u 
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Care and Charge to be loſt, for want 
doing what we can to ſave them, than 
uffer their Bodies to be "ſtarved, 
want of doing what we are able 
relieve them? For do what you can, 
Bodies muſt die, and that in a ſhort 
> too, but you may perhaps ſave 
ir Souls for ever. : 

| It you _ promote the Service 
God in your Families, you muſt 
Care to inforce your Inſtructions 
good Examples, We find by ſad 
yrience, that young People act very 


it 


it of by Imitation} and are a great 

ery WP more apt to do what they ſee others, 
Mr eſpecially thoſe above them, do, 
nd what they hear them ſay; for they 


governed much more by Senſe than 
Reaſon. And in this Way you 
Id teach your Families, by becom- 
od Examples to them, and ſetting 
ha Pattern in your own Lives, of 
ou: would have them to follow in 

for this would add a great deal 
. to your Inſtructions of them, 
make them ſink much the deeper 
them, But if you ſhall teach them 
Thing by your Words, and another 
Jour Actions, you will undo much 


more 
12 


more by the one, than you will eve; lf 
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able to do by the other; for they y 
be much more ready to follow the b. 
Example, than the good Inſtructio 
becauſe the good Inſtruction will 
againſt the Grain of a corrupt Naty 
and the bad Example will ſtrike in wit 
the vicious Inclination of it: And we 
Example and Inclination both movet 
ſame Way, there are very few can tan 
before them, but they bear down almo 
all along with them. And this is o 
great Reaſon of that general Corruptic 
which is amongſt us, that though 
abound with good Inſtructions, yet w 
have very few good Examples; an 
the Badneſs of the Examples prev: 
much more than the Goodneſs of th 
Inſtructions. How greatly then doe 
it concern every one of you, to ſet n 
ill Examples of any Kind to your Fe 
milies, becauſe they will be ſo apt ti 
follow them; And if they do, thoug 
it will not juſtify them, yet it will con 
dema you, and add very much to you 
Guilt here, and Puniſhment hereafter 
for we ſhall moſt certainly anſwer fo 
all the Sins which we have brougi 

others into by our bad Examples, uu 


lels 


4 
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1 {we do all that we can by our good 
1 i amples, for the future, to bring them 
Fm i again from thoſe Sins. It is toe 


nuch to go to Hell ourſelyes, but to 
ry our Families along with us thither, 
ll ſink us ſo much the deeper into 
hat Place of Torment, and increaſe 
pon us ſo much the more the Miſeries 
fit, But I hope better Things of you, 
that you will not only inſtruc your Fa- 
miles by your Words, in the Service 
of God, but do what you can by your 


5 good Examples to bring them to ſerve 

e m, that both you and they may be 
ber ever happy with him. 

„. If you would promote the Ser- 

F h nice of God in your Families, you muſt 
doe keep up daily public Prayers in them, 


A Family is a little Society united to- 
gether under one Head: And they have 
me common Bleſſings. to aſk a Sup- 
ply of, ſome common Dangers to beg 
aDeliverance from, and ſome common 
Mercies to give Thanks for: And the 
Governor of it ſhould call them toge- 
ther at leaſt twice a Day, in the Morn- 
ng and Evening, and by himſelf, or 
bme other Perſon, offer up their Peti- 
tons for what they want, and their 
B 2 Thankſ- 
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Thankſgivings for what they ej 
that ſo they may the better ſucceed 
whatſoever Buſineſs they ſet about, 
be the more ſafe in all the Dangers thi 
are expoſed to; for all our Succeſs d 
pends upon God's Bleſſing, and all o 
Safety is owing to his Protection. A 
the moſt likely and effectual Way f 
vs to obtain this Bleſſing and Protet 
tion for ourſelves, and for thoſe und 
our Care and Charge, is, frequently an 
devoutly to join with them in the fa 
common Prayers for thein, But ho 
little is this neceſſary Courſe made u 
of amongſt us? For how few Familie 
are there which have this Duty per orme 
in them? But ſure this is a very gre 
Neglect; for Prayer is not only th 
principal Part of the Divine Service, bu 
a neceſlary Part too, both to engage us 
and to enable us to perform all the othet 
Parts of it: So that where this is omitted 
it is not to be thought that the rell 
ſhuuli be performed, This Duty was 
| formerly much more generally obſetvec 
in this Kingdom: But upon a wild and 
enthufialtic Abuſe of it by ſome, it grew 
into a general Diſuſe and Neglect by 
others, and is now almoſt loſt; to the 


4 great 


eat S 
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eit Scandal of Religion, and viſible De- 


5 of true Chriſtian Piety and Devo- 
rs than. And I heartily wiſh this good 
s Practice were in a regular Way 


in revived with us; for it would keep 
ſome Face of Religion, and, I hope, 
greater Senſe of it too, amonglt us: 
hereas at preſent, we have little be- 
es the keeping the Lord's Day to ſhew 
ric, And this brings me to the next 
bing. 
FR if you would promote the Service 
God, in your. Families, you muſt 
ry with you ſo many of them as you 
mat all Times, but eſpecially on the 
rds Day, td the religious Aſſemblies 
the Church of England. God has 
ted us together by a holy Covenant 


- UW 2 holy Society, the Church; and has 
the apart one Day in the Week for us 
ted meet together in the religious Aſſem- 
reſfſges of it, for his Worſhip and Service. 


nd all you who are Heads of Families 
ould fee him thus worſhipped and 
ved on this Day, by all thoſe who are 
der your Care and Charge: For can 
e look to our own Service on the. 
cck-Days, and take no Care of God's 
vice on the Lord's Day? This would 
B 3 ſhew 


cal 
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ſhew a much greater Concern in us 
this preſent World than for that whi 
is to come; for if we were as much co 
cerned for the next World, as we: 
for this, we ſhould be as careful of God 
Service as we are of our own, and 
ſtrict in bringing our Families to h 
Worſhip on this Day, as we are in ſettin 
them to our own Buſineſs on the oth 
Days. And you ſhould not only cat at 
your Children and Servants to the rea 
gious Aſſemblies, but alſo obſerve, ; 
far as you can, their Behaviour in then to 
and take ſome Account afterwards yr 
the Improvement which they make e 
themſelves by them. For it is not enoug 
for their Perſons to be there, but the 
muſt, ſo far as they are capable of i 
reverently and devoutly join in all th 
Parts of the divine Worſhip and 8e 
vice, that it may become a Means « 
their continual growing more and mor 
in Knowledge and Grace, as they gro 
in Age and Years. But, 
g. And laſtly, If you would promot 
the Service of God in your Families 
you muſt at all Times Kcep up a ſtric 
and impartial Diſcipline in them. W. 


all of us feel the mighty Power of Senſe 
| | an 
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iche great Weakneſs of Reaſon in 
r firſt Fears; for we are horn into 


„ World with Senſe, but Reaſon 
"Coos up with us by Degrees, and 
ve iſe very flow ones too; and it is 
Cone Time before we come to have ſo 
and puch of it, as is ſufficient to govern 
a rſelves by. And therefore our wiſe 


reator has placed us for that Time 
holly under the Authority of others, 
hat their Reaſon may ſupply to us the 
ant of our own, and guide us when 
e cannot guide ourſelves: But young 
People are more apt to follow their 
mn corrupt Inclinations, than the beſt 
teafon of others; becauſe they much 
letter feel the Impreſſions of Senſe, 
an underſtand the Force of Reaſon. 
And there is a great deal of Care and 
Prudence required to keep them under 
Government. The beſt Method I can 
think of, is to deal with them in their 


on Way, by ſenſible Things, to train 
o them up to Obedience, and their Duty, 

by preſent temporal Rewards and Pu- 
inments; becauſe they are capable as 
iy jet of none, or very ſmall Impreſſions, 
from future and erernal ones. Begin 


54 ments, 
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do y done, Obedience and Suhmiſſion 
- eaßßz then become very eaſy ever after. 
his , many are there, who might have 
the bY, very uſeful Perſons in the World, 
mei gricter Hand had been kept over 
1 Wn in their Youth ?. But the Reins 
ves e left looſe ſo long, that it became 
'r DE late to recover and take them up: 

Clio nat the trueſt Expreſſion of Love 
Di young People, is to train them up to 
Tin Service of God betimes, by a ſtrict 
ſen | impartial Diſcipline. And when 
* YoBWdnefſes-- and Encouragements will 
he do, to make uſe of Reproofs, and 
200Wrretions ; for this is moſt for their 
1 00. and may ſave them from a great 
bal] of Sin and Folly and Frouble in 
for World, and from the more dread- 
Ob Mierie of that World which is to 
ul I ſhall conclude this with that 
Na 3 of the wiſe Man, Prov. xiii. 
1 „He that ſpares his Rod, hateth 
his Son: but he that lovetk him, a 
chaſteneth him betimes.“ 

And thus I have preſcribed you a 
ort Method for the more eftectual 
omoting the Service of God in your | 
milies: And it is by giving them 
wd Inſtructions, ſetting them good 
* * Exams 
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Examples, praying with them daily 
your Families; carrying with you 
many of them as you can conſtant 
on the Lord's Day, to the religio 
Aſſemblies of the Church of Englan 
and laſtly, by keeping up at all Tim 
a ſtrict and impartial Diſcipline among 
them in your own Houſcs. 


IV. I ſhall now proceed to the ne 
Thing; which is, Fourth and laſtl 
To ſet before you the many gre 
Advantages which will follow fre 
ſuch a Care of the Service of 60 
in your Families; and theſe are ſuc 

as reſpect either, 


Firſt; The Public: Or, 

Secondly, Yourſelves: Or, 

Thirdly, Your Children and Servant 
themſelves, | 


Firſt, A conſcientious Care of the 
Service of God in your Families, wil 
be no ſmall' Advantage to the Public, 
Which conſiſting of two great Societies, 
the Church and the State, this will be 
ne ſmall: Advantage to both; for = 

> E milles 
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laily Miles arè the Seeds and Nurſeries of 


„ou Moth Church and State, 
(tan if, A conſcientious Care of the Ser- 
lige of God in your Families, will be 
gane ſmall Advantage to the Church, by 
Tinting them upon good and laſting 
noMrinciples to her Communion, What 


zit that makes People ſo very looſe 
d unſettled in the Communion of the 
ef Church in the World, the Church 


Ne 


alt England, but their being ſent out by 
gr eir Parents into the World, without 
fro ey true Chriſtian Principles to fix and 
60 tle them? For what ſhould ſecure: 
fucMicm from going over to the Wrong, 


ho never were thoroughly inſtructed: 
n the Right? They are ready to be- 
come a Prey to every Body, and eaſy 
b be carried off to every Thing. — 
They are like a Ship put to Sea with- 
tut Ballaſt ; * toſſed to and fro, and car- 
* ried about with every Wind of Doc- 
* trine.” But were they rightly princi- 
pled in their Youth, this would be a 
likely Means to fix them in their riper 
Years: For when Perſons do at firſt ſet: 
Out in the right Way upon good Prin- 
dples, they do for the moſt Part go on 
nit: And if they ſhould by Weakneſs. 
B & 


mt 


and 


— 
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and Temptation be unhappily drawn o 
from it, they will be the more ea} C! 
recovered and brought back again int 

it. But when they have no Princip a: 

to ſtop them, they commonly ru enc 
from one thing to another, till they loſ 
every thing, and become at laſt palliſſl n 

all Hopes of Recovery. utie 
24ly, A conſcientious Care of t ior 
Service of God in your Families, vil 

be no ſmall Advantage to the State 

by making them loyal and faithful tc 
their King, and juſt and charitable te 
their Fellow-Subjects. The Happineſs 

of any State depends very much upon 

the good Principles and Practices oer 

the Members of it: For by the conſcil 
entious Diſcharge of their ſeveral Du- 
ties, to their Prince and to each other, 

they lay the beſt Foundation of Peace 
and Unity among themſelves, and do 
the molt effectually recommend them- 
ſelves to the Care and Protection of the 
divine Providence, which is always 
their greateſt Security, Now the Way 

to make People truly loyal to their 
Prince, and juſt and charitable to their 
Fellow- Subjects, is to begin early with 
them, and to inſtil betimes into my 
EST | X . che 
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vn oe true Principles of Loyalty, Juſtice, 
eaſii Charity, that they may be carried 
int che Practice of theſe Duties, more 
dip a a Principle of Religion and Con- 

ru ence, than from any worldly Mo- 
y lo es or Conſiderations; for then they 
l not be ſo apt to fall off from theſe 


uties afterwards, in Times of Temp- 
tion and Trial, but will be well-diſ- 


wilWoſcd to do their Duty in all Caſes; as 
ate Well when it is againſt, as when it is for 
i eir preſent Eaſe and Intereſt, 

= | : TY a | | | 
neil Secondly, A conſcientious Care of the 
ponMervice of God in your Families, will 
ole no ſmall Advantage to yourſelves, 

ſci- e : 

)- J, by giving you the preſent Re- 


rard of it in this World, in the great- 
Obedience and Dutifulneſs of your 


do bildren, and the greater Fidelity and 
n-Wiligence of your Servants. 
he One of the greateſt temporal Bleſs- 


nos to Parents, is the Dutifulneſs of 
their Children ; for very much of the 
Comfort of their Lives does depend 
won it, Now the molt effectual Way 
o make your Children dutiful to you, 

is 
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is to bring them up in the Fear of Got 
and under an awful Senfe of their Dr 

ty to him... AlLother Morives will of ir 
ten fail, but this will always hold. Fez 

or Intereſt may oblige Children to b 
dutiful to their Parents at ſome Times 
—4 in ſome Caſes: But it is Religio 
alone can make them conſtantly and in 
tirely ſo, 


And then as to your Servants: 
reat deal of the Succeſs of your world- 
ly Buſineſs depends upon the Fidelity 
and Diligence of theſe; for if they 
prove falſe and negligent, I do not ſet 
how your worldly Affairs ſhould great- 
ly proſper and thrive; becauſe no Maſ- 
ter can be always with his Servants, 
and fee every Thing done himſelf, but 
many Things muſt be left to their Care 
and Management. Now the beſt Way 
that I know of to make your Servants 
faithful, and diligent in your own = - 
ſineſs, i3 to keep them ſtrictly to 
Service of God; for if you canon 
bring them to ſerve God truly, they 
will ſerve you faithfully ; ; becauſe they 
will then know that it is one Part We 


- 
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Col e Service of God, for Servants to be 
- DefMWithful and diligent in the Service of 
| of wil Maſters; for this is what the 


Fei poſtle ex preſsly exhorts them to; Eph. 
» bhi. 5, 6, 7. »Servants, be obedient to 
meg them that areyour Maſters according to 
gion the Fleſh, with Fear and Trembling; 


ein Singleneſs of your Heart, as unto 
# Chriſt. Not with Eye-ſervice, as Men- 
'pleaſers, but as the Servants of Chriſt, 


doing the Will of God from the Heart; 
d vith good Will doing Service as to the 
iy Lord and not to Men. Knowing that 
hey vhatſoever good Things any Man 
{cel doth, the ſame thall he receive of the 


Lord, whether he be bond or free.“ 
3. A conſcientious Care of the Ser- 
ee of God in your Families, will be 
o ſmall Advantage to yourſelves, by 
ntitling. you to a greater Reward in 
mother World, To get to Heaven 
jourſelves will be an unſpeakable Hap- 
pmeſs; but to bring your Families 
lither too, will be an inexpreſſible Ad- 
lition to- that Happineſs; for it will 
tot only fill you with a greater Degree 
af Joy and Delight in your own Souls, 
o ſee the bleſſed Fruits of your La- 
hours in God's Service, in the everlaſt- 
= EE ing 


, 


1 ing Glory and Happineſs of your Chil 


to your Children and Servants them- 
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dren and Servants : But it will alſo pro 
cure for you a greater Degree of Glo 
Ty and Happineſs from God . himſelf 
for the Prophet Damel tells us, chap 
X11. 3. that “ they that be Wiſe,” 0 
Teachers of others, “ ſhall ſhine as the 
« Brightneſs of the Firmament; and 
ce they that turn many unto Righteouſ.Whre 
te nels, as the Stars for ever and ever,” 


Third, and laſtly. A conſcientious 
Care of the Service of God in your 
Families, will be no ſmall Advantage 


ſelves. 


1. By diſpoſing them to Goodneſs 
here. 


2. By preparing them for Happines 0 
hereafter, | bur 

0 

Th, By diſpoſing them to Goodneſs W'* 
here, When young People are left ro Wiſp! 
themſelves, it is no wonder that they WI" 
become very looſe and wicked; for 
they have a corrupt Nature within, o Þ 
| Incline them to that which is ill; and a WWF" 


tempt- 
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Chi pting World and a tempting Devil 
pro out, to allure and ſolicit them to 
Gl And what ſhould reſtrain them 


ſelf n following their own Inclinations, 
hap yielding to the Temptations of 
offers, who have neither Reaſon enough 
theMithcir own to ſee the Danger of it, nor 


lſtructions and Examples of thoſe 
we them, to ſet it before them, and 
teach them better? And if once 
are entered into the Ways of Sin, 
will go on a great Pace in thoſe 


our Wins, and it will be very hard ever 
ige recover them; for they will ſoon get 


(uſtom of ſinning, and come by de- 
es to ſin naturally and of courſe. 
d vicious Habits are very ſtubborn 
lings, and it requires a more than 
inary Grace and Labour to break 
1 Cuſtoms, and to change a finful 
turſe of Life into a good one. And 
s 1s the great Reaſon why ſo very 
bad Perſons ever become good, be- 


o ie they do not pray and labour enough. 
y WF make themſelves ſo. But a great 
r WWF of this Hazard and Trouble might 


aved, if there was that religious and 
dent Care taken of them in their 
; young 
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young and tender Years which oug 
to be; for were they brought up in 
Fear and Service of God, they wo 
in time grow in love with Relig; | 
and the Duties of it would at lens 
become eaſy and pleaſant to them. A 
wen once we come to take a Delię 
in Goodneſs, there will be no gre 
Trouble in going on in 1t, nor Dang 
of falling off from it: for what 
delight ourſelves in, we eaſily keep o ur 
ſelves to, and'readily follow after. Ti 
made the wiſe Man adviſe to“ t. 
* up a Child in the Way he ſhould ꝗ 
becauſe © when he is old he will notd 
« part from it, Prov. xxii. 6. A go 
Education is a mighty Bleſſing, one 
the greateſt thatI know of in this Worl 
for it puts us under the Protection 
God's Providence and Grace, and la 
a Foundation for the Peace and Co 
fort of our whole Lives. And we n 
ver know the Value of this Bleſfl 
ill we come to a true Senſe of the 8 
and Follies of- our Youth, and of t 
miſerable Condition into which tb 
have brought us. Be wiſe therefore 
time, ye that are Young, and acco 
| 
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z to the Advice of the wiſeſt of 
en, * Remember your Creator in the 
Days of your Youth,” Eccles. xii. 1. For 
s will happily prevent that mighty 
wuble and Hazard which otherwiſe you 
il infallibly expoſe yourſelves to, and 
mfortably inſure to yourſelves that 
lppineſs which you came into this 
orld for, and which you ought, ta 
e utmoſt of your Power, to endea- 
ur after; I mean, the Happineſs of 
feaven, For a conſcientious Care of 
te Service of God in your Families, 
ll be of great Advantage to both 


or Children and Servants; as, by 
<1 ding ro make them good here, ſa 
10 | 
or 


2. By preparing them for Happineſs 
ereafter, This is the great End for 
ich they were born, and to which 
ey ſhould be brought, by all the Ways 
nd Means which are proper for that 
Furpoſe: Now the moſt effectual Way 


Means is, by training them up in 
te Service of God; for Chriſt has 75 
he Merits of his Obedience and Suf- 


krings, procured for us, and in his 
boſpel promiſed to us, Heaven, as a 
„ Reward 


will be uneaſy to you at firſt, yet! 


7 | 0 
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Reward of this Service. And i 
be ſo happy as to be entered into 
Service betimes, we ſhall probabl; 
on in it; becauſe it will grow « 
Day more and more eaſy and delig 
ful to us, and we ſhall ſee more: 
more the great Advantages of it. 
makes 1t an unſpeakable Bleſſing 
Young Perſons to be placed in a 00 
and religious Family; for ſuch a! 
mily is a feligious School to them, 
inſtruct them in the Way to Heave 
and to guide them in it. And yout! 
are Young, ſhould be truly 8 
this Blefling, when you enjoy it; 
expreſs your Thankfulneſs for it, | 
improving yourſelves by it. And whe 


you want it, you ſhould long for 1 » 
and endeavour after it whenſocver E Tt 
are at L. iberty to diſpoſe. of yourſelve gl 


in the World ; for though this will la 
ſome Reſtraint upon you, and Reirat: 


will in Time grow eaſier and eaier 
and you will at "laſt ſee the mighty Be 
nefit of it, and bleſs that good Provi 
dence which brought you under it. 


For what is this Reſtraine ?. It is on 
| a keep 


Governing a Family. 45 
Poing you from deſtroying your- 
And is ſuch a Liberty to be 
ed by you, as will moſt certainly 
jou, and make you miſerable both 
and for ever? Do not then any 
xr deceive yourſelves, but be af- - 
„ that the Service of God is the 
and moſt perfect Freedom; for 
vill make you quiet and eaſy here, 
happy, for ever happy, hereafter. 


ud thus J have gone through what 
poſed from the Words of my Text, 


hewn you, N 


Wherein the Service of God does 
iſt, . 
The Obligation which lies upon 
who are Heads and Governors of 
lies, to promote this Service a- 
tt your Children and Servants. 
l. The proper Method for the ef- 
g promoting this Service in your 
illes. 

„and laſtly, The many great Ad- 
tages which will follow from ſuch a 
e of the Service of God. 


And 
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And now what remains for me tc 
more, than to pray to God to give 
all Grace ſo to ſerve him yourſel 
and to ſee him ſerved by your Fami 
that you may receive the Reward 
it in the greater Dutifulneſs and C 
dience of your Children, and Fide 
and Diligence of your Servants in 
World, and the everlaſting Salva 
of your own Souls, and the Soul 
all thoſe under your Care and Cha 
in that Worid which is to come, throt 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord? To wh! 
with the Father and the Holy Sp 
be all Honour and Glory, Praiſe 
Thankſgiving, Love and Obedience, 


* * 2 
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